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2016 Marquette to Houghton 
NOTICE OF RACE 

 
1 RULES 
1.1  The series will be governed by the rules as defined in The Racing Rules of Sailing 

2013-2016. 

1.2 The following prescriptions will apply:  
a) The owner/skipper must be a member in good standing of a Yacht Club that is a member in 

good standing of the Lake Superior Yachting Association (LSYA). 

1.3 A completed entry form shall be submitted and entry fee paid prior to competing. 
LSYA Safety Rules shall apply for the Racing Class and USCG safety requirements 
shall apply for the Cruising Class.  Compliance with Cat 4 is highly recommended. 
More information is available on the LSYA Website at: http://www.lsya.net/.  There 
is also a copy of the LSYA NOR on the LSYA Website at: 
http://www.lsya.net/racing.html, then click the link to 2016 LSYA Notice of Race 
(NOR). 

 
2 ELIGIBILITY AND ENTRY 

2.1 The regatta is open to boats at least 25 feet in length that meet the safety 
requirements for the Class they intend to compete. 

2.2 Eligible boats may enter by completing the attached form and send it with the 
required fee to: Marquette Yacht Club; P.O. Box 296; Marquette, Michigan 49855 
postmarked on or before July 15, 2016 

2.3 Late Entries will be accepted through the end of registration, Wednesday, August 3rd 
6PM. 

2.4 Boats  wishing to pay entry fee after arriving in Marquette can make special  
arrangements to do so by calling  Jim Knape  at  (906) 631-7337 or or email 
knapejim@aol.com.  A late fee will be waved if this is done prior to July 15. 

2.5 Boats arriving from Canada to race the “Marquette to Houghton Race” must be 
cleared through U.S. Customs.   U.S. Custom agents will be available dockside in 
Marquette starting at approximately Noon August 3rd. 

 
3 FEES 
3.1 The entry fee for this race will be $25 prior to July 15, 2016 and $35 thereafter. 
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4 SCHEDULE 
4.1 Registration:  Wednesday August 3rd, 2016 from Noon to 6 pm at MYC 

4.2 Mandatory Skippers Meeting:  Wednesday PM, time TBA. 
 

4.3 Welcome Party:  Dockside as boats arrive from Canada and Wednesday evening at 
MYC after the Ensign Fleet 35 Race.  A per person social fee will be charged for the 
Wednesday Evening Party.  Tickets are available at registration. 

4.4 Date of Racing:  Thursday August 4th, 2016. 

4.5 OYC will host a party and prize giving Friday evening, tickets will be available for 
purchase after arriving in Houghton.  

 
5 MEASUREMENTS 
5.1 Each boat shall produce a valid measurement certificate if requested.  LMPHRF 

2016 TOT system will be in effect.  Boats not able to acquire a LMPHRF cert shall 
contact Jim Knape, Race Chairman, at least two weeks prior to the event and a 
provisional handicap will be assigned by LSYA officials. A time penalty of 5 percent 
will apply. 

 
6 SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 
6.1 The sailing instructions will be available after Noon until 6 pm on Wednesday 

August 3rd, 2016 at the MYC. SI’s may be posted online at an earlier date. 
  
7 VENUE 
  Exhibit “A” shows the location of the regatta harbour, docking area and the 

Marquette Yacht Club where the Welcome Party and Prize giving will be held. 
 
8 THE COURSE 
8.1 The diagram in Exhibit “B” illustrates the course, including the approximate angles 

between legs, the order in which marks are to be passed, and the side on which each 
mark is to be left. The course length is approximately 65nm. 

8.2 The Cruising Class start will be at 8am and the Racing Class start will be at 
10:00am. 

8.3 The starting line will be in the Lower Harbour in Marquette between the red light at 
the break wall elbow and the Green Government Buoy C3. 

8.4 The finish line will be between the Lower Portage Entry lighthouse and the lighted 
green Government Buoy G1 and is shown in Exhibit “C1”.  Please Hail the 
“International Race Committee” on VHF 72 one hour prior to finishing with your 
boat name and current position.  Record your GPS time when you cross the finish 
line. 

8.5 The Cruising Class must finish during daylight hours but may motor to finish and 
take the prescribed penalty.  The Racing Class has no time limit for finishing. 

 
9 PENALTY SYSTEM 
9.1 Penalties will be as follows: 
 Racing Class: Standard RRS will apply. 
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 Cruising Class: Cruising Class competitors can choose to motor at any time. Any 
time motoring shall be logged and total elapsed motoring time reported after 
finishing to RC via VHF 72. 

 Motoring time will be counted double for handicapping purpose. Cruising class is 
allowed to use an autopilot. 

 
11 SCORING 
11.1  The LMPHRF TOT scoring system will be used. 
 
12 SUPPORT BOATS 
12.1 Should support boats be needed they will be marked with an “RC” flag. 
 
13 BERTHING 
13.1 Docking after the finish of the Thunder Bay Race will be in the Lower harbour in 

Marquette along the Mattson Park Wall or in the Cinder Pond Marina and is shown 
in Exhibit “A”.  Standard docking fees payable to the City of Marquette at the Cinder 
Pond Marina are the responsibility of the boat owner. 

13.2 Docking after the finish of the Marquette to Houghton Race: 
The Long Dock is located 1 nm up the channel from the finish line on the west side 
of the channel and is shown in Exhibit “C1”. This can be used if you prefer to wait 
until daylight to proceed to Houghton. 
Houghton Waterfront East Park is located on the south side of the channel in 
Houghton and is shown in Exhibit C”2”.  Events will be held here and the park has 
restrooms and showers. Docking is free. 
Houghton Downtown Waterfront is located on the south side of the channel closer to 
downtown restaurants and lodging and is shown in Exhibit C”2”.  Public restrooms 
are available near the lift bridge. Docking is free. 
Houghton County Marina is located on the north side of the channel on the Hancock 
side of the canal and is shown in Exhibit C”2”. HCM is a full service marina.  
Standard docking fees apply and are the responsibility of the boat owner. 

13.3 The route from the finish line to Houghton up the canal and across Portage lake is 
shown in Exhibit C”3” 

 
14 RADIO COMMUNICATION 
14.1 Except in an Emergency a boat shall neither make radio transmissions while racing, 

nor receive radio communications not available to all boats.  This restriction also 
applies to mobile phones.  All boats must monitor Channel 16 at all times during the 
race. All boats are encouraged to perform radio checks with fellow competitors prior 
to the start of the race. 

 
15 PRIZES 
15.1 First second and third place in the Cruising Class and first second and third place in 

the Racing Class will be awarded. 
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16 DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY 
16.1 Competitors participate in the race entirely at their own risk. See Rule 4, Decision to 

Race.  The organizing authority will not accept any liability for material damage or 
personal injury or death sustained in conjunction with or prior to or after the regatta. 

 
17  INSURANCE  
17.1 All yachts must carry adequate Liability insurance which shall include a General 

Liability policy written by a responsible insurance company insuring the owner and 
any operators against liability for bodily injury in limits of not less than $300,000 
and for property damage of not less than $100,000. 

 
18  FURTHER INFORMATION 
18.1 For further information please contact Jim Knape at (906) 228-5583 or (906) 631-

7337 or knapejim@aol.com 
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Exhibit ”C1” 
Long Dock 

Finish Line 
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Exhibit ”C2” 

Houghton Waterfront 

East  Park 
Houghton 

Downtown Dock 

Houghton County Marina 
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 Exhibit ”C3” 


